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History



• Group Achievement Model

• Increase pool of 
underrepresented minority 
students who are qualified, 
prepared, and motivated to 
enter higher education

• Incorporating the African 
American/Black Church

Founder and Goals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The UCF chapter of the National Achievers Society is administered by the Student Outreach Services offices located at UCF Downtown.

The McKnight Center of Excellence gets its name from the McKnight Foundation established in 1953 by the late William McKnight. Mr. McKnight was a businessman and philanthropist who rose from assistant bookkeeper to President, CEO, and board chair at the 3M corporation. The Centers of Excellence were established in 1985 and are community-based entities.

The mission of the Centers includes: (a) assuming a proactive stance in the education of elementary and secondary youth; (b) employ the development of a group achievement model for students; and (c) increase the pool of students who are prepared, motivated, and qualified to enter higher education.

Ten Centers operate throughout the State of Florida and include the African American Church as an integral resource for the center and students. 





Florida Education Fund
www.fefonline.org/

Dade City
Ft. Lauderdale

Gainesville
Lake City

Miami
Orlando

Palm Beach 
St. Petersburg
Tallahassee

Tampa

FEF offers: 
Virtual SAT Preparation​

Virtual CodeMasters

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The continuation of Centers of Excellences would not be possible without the support of FEF, or Florida Education Fund.

FEF's mission is to strengthen the larger community by creating and implementing programs and services that lead to institutional enhancement and greater educational advancement for historically underrepresented groups. 

The impact of FEF's innovative programs and non-traditional approach to enhancing educational outcomes have been demonstrated through several highly acclaimed programs.

This includes summer virtual SAT preparation sessions and CodeMasters program, both of which are offered through the Florida Education Fund. 

http://www.fefonline.org/







National Achievers Society

• 20,749 students since 1985 
(All of Florida)

• UCF Chapter – As of 2023
• Over 50 active achievers

• 100% enroll into college 
(over 4 years in a row)

• 50% enroll in STEM 
related programs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

NAS identifies, acknowledges, and prepares high achieving students and their parents for higher education..while focusing on the importance of group and community accomplishments. 

More than 20,749 students have been inducted into the National Achievers Society since 1985. 95% of NAS graduates enroll in institutions of higher learning.

Since it’s development at UCF; 100% of the students that go through the program do end of going to college.  








Membership 
Benefits



Parent Alliance

• Programming planning 
input

• Assisting with Induction 
Ceremonies

• Serve on committees 
and/or as chaperones

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Parent engagement is a critical component youth development and NAS.  The Parent Alliance group serves as a complement to support the mission of the National Achievers Society and the UCF McKnight Center of Excellence. 

Parent Alliance members assist in the development and planning of monthly meeting topics and coordinating educational and cultural activities for the enrichment of the program and its members.  

Parent alliance members are strongly encouraged to serve in committees and assist in chaperoning Center of excellence events.  



Community Service

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A critical component of this program is community service.  NAS emphasizes the importance of multicultural youth to understand the value of giving back to the community. 

By reaching back and pulling others along, the entire community prospers. Achievers are required to complete at least one community service project each year.

Additional academic enrichment activities include hands on science and engineering experiences. 



Academic Enrichment and 
Career Awareness

• Monthly Meetings

• Alumni speakers and 
perspectives

• NAS Summit

• Activities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Throughout the year, NAS members are exposed to various career explorations activities through monthly meetings and Parent Alliance engagement. This is also possible through various engagement opportunities with professional collegiate staff at the yearly NAS summit and hearing from alumni speakers and perspectives.



Cultural Awareness

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The National Achievers Society participates in yearly cultural awareness activities.  This includes walking in the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Parades in Downtown Orlando, as well as engaging in other cultural awareness activities. 



College Planning

• College Tours
• College Readiness 

Workshops
• Hear from NAS Alumni

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NAS provides at least 1 college tour per year which allow students to began the exploration process early. Achievers and parents are also provided with preparatory workshops related to financial aid and understanding the admissions process.  Achievers can also engage with NAS alumni, who are also invited to join monthly meetings. 



Group and Leadership 
Development

• President
• Vice President
• Secretary
• Parliamentarian
• Historian

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Achievers can develop their leadership skills by holding a leadership position in the Society. Prior to the end of the academic year, the NAS members will elect officers to fill the positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, Parliamentarian, and Historian for the upcoming year. After an election, all officers will be required to attend a Leadership Retreat to learn the roles and responsibilities of each position. Workshops are conducted to enhance students’ confidence and ability to conduct business meetings. All officers will be trained on parliamentary procedures.



Awards and Incentives

• Brain Bowl 
Competition–Chance 
to win 4-year 
Scholarships!

• UCF Academic 
Achievement 
Scholarship

• End of Year 
Ceremony

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to providing achievement incentives throughout the year,  UCF McKnight Center of Excellence hosts an Annual Awards & Recognition Banquet to recognize outstanding achievement. 

The awards presented include Community Service Achiever, Student of the Year, and Senior of the Year. 

Additionally, students can compete as a team for scholarships through the annual Brain Bowl completion hosted by the Florida Education Fund in March. 

After training and preparation with volunteer coaches, students compete to test their knowledge and skill and win college scholarships and other prizes. 

More than 16,000 students have participated as team members, and more than 700 students have won scholarships donated by Florida's public and private colleges and universities.�






NAS Social Events

• Recognizing achievement 
through social activities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to all the requirements and expectations, NAS understands the importance of recognizing achievement through social activities. Above is a picture of achievers who were awarded tickets to Universal Studios for receiving straight A’s and the right was our general membership activity where we went ice skating as part of our Christmas celebration.



Application 
Requirements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now let’s review the application requirements.



• Must be a student enrolled between 4th - 9th grade at the 
time of application. 

• Must have a minimum 3.0 weighted GPA
• Must meet the academic requirement of having at least 

(2) A grades and the rest B grades for the last three (3) 
consecutive grading periods.

• One (1) “C” grade may replace the “B” grade only in 
honors, gifted, or advanced placement class only.

• No D’s or F’s are permitted.
• Have no grades below a B in conduct (if applicable).

Application Requirements 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Applicants must satisfy the following criteria’s: 

Must be a student enrolled between 4th - 9th grade at the time of application. 
Must have a minimum 3.0 weighted GPA
Must meet the academic requirement of having at least (2) A grades and the rest B grades for the last three (3) consecutive grading periods.
One (1) “C” grade may replace the “B” grade only in honors, gifted, or advanced placement class only.
No D’s or F’s are permitted.
Have no grades below a B in conduct (if applicable).







Laws of Life Essay

The Laws of Life are core values and ideals by which we 
live.  Honesty, perseverance, and the Golden Rule all are 
examples of these universal “laws” that transcend 
religions, cultures, and national borders.

To be eligible for induction into the National Achievers 
Society (NAS), a potential inductee must complete and 
submit a 250-word (maximum) Laws of Life Essay.  The 
Laws of Life Essay requirement offers a potential NAS 
member the opportunity to think about and communicate 
the principles that guide his or her life.  

See online application packet for more details. 

250 Word Maximum



2 Letters of Recommendation
Students must be recommended by two adults, such as 
parent, teacher, counselor, pastor, principal, or other 
person; one must be a school official (homeschool 
exception). T he signed letter of recommendation (or 
template provided below) must include the following 
information: Name of person nominating the student, 
name of candidate, description of the student’s 
accomplishments, and the reason for the 
recommendation.

*Applicants who provide appropriate documentation 
of a completed community service project will be 
given priority in the application process.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Instructions regarding the Laws of life essay and quotes that may be used are found on our website sos.sdes.ucf.edu/forms/.  



Application Fee - $75.00

Must have a sponsor who pays a *NON-
REFUNDABLE FEE OF $75.00* to cover jacket 
and dues for the first year. The sponsor may be 
an individual, parent, club, organization, or 
entity willing to pay the fee and be supportive of 
the Achiever. Eligible applicants not included 
may be inducted in a subsequent ceremony 
only. Virtual payment will be requested if 
student is selected. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Instructions regarding the Laws of life essay and quotes that may be used are found on our website sos.sdes.ucf.edu/forms/.  



Induction Ceremony

• Students 
must 
attend an 
induction 
ceremony 
to be 
officially 
admitted 
into the 
program 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students accepted into the National Achiever Society must attend the induction ceremony which will take place on a Saturday from 10am-12pm at Missionary Baptist Church in Eatonville. More details will be provided.  



Annual 
Requirements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now let’s jump into annual achiever society requirements. 



Annual Requirements: 
Participation:
• Attend Monthly Meetings-5 Meetings per year-Saturday (9am-11am @ UCF Downtown/Virtual)
• Attend and Participate in at least 3 UCF McKnight Center of Excellence Activities (College Tour, 

Community Service, NAS Summit, Induction Ceremony, Brain Bowl Competition)

Yearly Dues:
• Submit yearly Achiever ($25.00) AND Parent Alliance ($25.00) Dues (*Achievers inducted the first year 

are exempt from $25.00 due to one-time $75.00 sponsorship fee.)

Report Cards: 
• Submit report cards every grading period to UCF McKnight Center of Excellence and maintain a minimum 3.0 

grade point average

Community Service:
• Submit 1 yearly report on completion of a  community service project (Individual or Group)

Code of Conduct:
• Uphold code of conduct and basic tenets of society which includes maintaining high standards of 

excellence in scholarship, service, leadership, and character. 

**Failure to adhere to the established requirements will result in the Achiever 
becoming Inactive in the Society.**

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Achievers are expected to attend monthly meetings that takes place 2nd Saturday of every month.

Yearly Dues:
Submit yearly Achiever ($25.00) AND Parent Alliance ($25.00) Dues (*Achievers inducted the first year are exempt from $25.00 due to one-time $75.00 sponsorship fee.)

Report Cards: 
Submit report cards every grading period to UCF McKnight Center of Excellence and maintain a minimum 3.0 grade point average.

Code of Conduct:  When you join NAS you take a pledge. This pledge reiterates upholding high standards of excellence in scholarship, service, leadership, and character as basic tenets of society. 


Failure to adhere to the established requirements will result in the Achiever becoming Inactive in the Society until the requirements are met.





National Achiever Society Litany
I am excellent.
I am excellent.
I am excellent.

My mind is a pearl.
I can do anything. 

Anything that my mind 
can conceive, I can achieve.
Anything that my mind can 

conceive and my heart can believe,
I can achieve. 
I am excellent. 
I am excellent.

I am a National Achiever!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The NAS litany is recited at the beginning and ending of each group meeting.  This affirmation is an important basis for our achievers to be reminded daily of their potential and power in helping to make whatever their dreams and goals are into a reality.  A reality they will become more prepared and motivated to pursue with the help of NAS. 



Q u e s t i o n s ?  
Website: https://sos.sdes.ucf.edu/nas/
Email: outreach@ucf.edu
Phone: (407) 235-3812

“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to 
change the world.” – Nelson Mandela

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We hope you’ve found this presentation helpful and look forward to welcoming you and your achiever into the National Achiever Society!  

mailto:outreach@ucf.edu
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